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Overview

• The Problem of Authorship

• The Interested Parties

• Paths Toward Solution
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Who’s Hirano T?
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Author’s 
Professional 

Universe

Who do you want to know? 

What do you write? 

What do you do?

Who do you know? 

Who are you?

Subject Area
Society Memberships

Area of ExpertiseAwards 

Name

Where do you work?

Lab Name

Institution Location

Position

Institution Name

Grants

Journal Articles

Meeting Reports/ Abstracts

Whitepapers

Lesson Plans
Unpublished Works

Presentations

Coworkers

Collaborators at 
other institutions

Society Members

Former colleagues/classmates

Collaborators
Industry leaders

Other 
researchers

Grant contacts

Society Members

Research
Teach

Review journal 
papers 

Write journal articles

What do we want to know?  
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302,232

313,686

158,123 

Data Source: 100 Most Common Surnames in WoS

Tag cloud generated using http://www.tagcrowd.com

What’s in a Name?
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Who Wants to Know? 

• The Researcher 
• The University Administrator 
• The Funding Administrator
• The Publisher 
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Authority Files—Library of Congress

http://authorities.loc.gov/
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Participatory Approaches--RePec

http://www.repec.org
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Algorithmic Approaches—Author-ity

http://arrowsmith.psych.uic.edu/
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http://www.rexa.info

Algorithmic Approaches--Rexa

http://rexa.info/
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Community Approaches—WikiAuthors Project

http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/WikiAuthors
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Synopsis

• Authority Files—Precise, but resource intensive and 
limited in scope

• Participatory Models—Depend on participation

• Algorithmic—Depend on metadata and quality of 
algorithm

• Community-based—Future impact unknown

• Hybrid—Necessarily the future direction
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Hybrid Approaches—Thomson Scientific

• ISIHighlycited.com

• Author Finder

• Author Disambiguation

• Profile, Reporting, and Alerting
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The Next Agenda

?

Aggregator 

A&I Service 

University Evaluation Program

Authority File 

Open Web Community

Single-Publisher 
Environment
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Thank You

James Pringle
VP, Development, Thomson Scientific
james.pringle@thomson.com
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