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Background
• CrossRef’s 2200+ members

– Many small publishers and societies
– Limited resources and technical expertise

• To retrieve DOIs and link out
– Publishers had to XML-tag and batch references
– Some publishers have been slow to link out

• Underscored need for a simple-text query method 
to retrieve DOIs



Simple-Text Query
• February 2006

– CrossRef trials Simple Text Query
– Non-XML alternative for reference linking

• Custom version of Inera’s eXtyles refXpress™

– Parses unstructured journal and book references
– Returns granular, valid XML to CrossRef
– CrossRef returns DOIs for matched references  



http://www.crossref.org/freeTextQuery/











Why eXtyles refXpress?
• Designed for linking and editing
• XML processing model
• Proven-technology

– Used daily by hundreds of journals
– Editors review the results 
– Feedback incorporated into eXtyles 

improvements



Before refXpress



After refXpress



Heuristic Processing
• Parses most references

– Regardless of editorial style
– Without fore-knowledge of style (no setup)

• Parses “dirty” references
– Incorrectly styled references
– Inconsistently styled references
– References with missing information
– Unedited references



Examples



Public Use
• June 2006: Opened to public

– Encourage DOI usage at the authoring stage
– Promote DOI awareness among end-users



Intended Use
• October 2006

– Trial converted to on-going service for low-
volume users

– Medium-to-High volume users should contact 
CrossRef or Inera

– Users interested in return of parsed XML data 
or other premium services should contact 
CrossRef or Inera



Questions?
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